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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0944 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: ASSOCIATED PRESS DIFFICULTIES IN DAMASCUS-LUDINGTON CASE 

REF: A. DAMASCUS 678; B. BEIRUT 2530 

1. FARES HAS NOW RECEIVED HIS PRESS CREDENTIALS. 

2. ON BASIS DISCUSSION WHICH AMBASSADOR HAD WITH MININFO 
ISKANDER AHMAD LAST WEEK, WE CONCLUDE THEREIS AN INFORMAL 
"BLACKLIST" OF JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE WRITTEN MATERIAL 
DEEMED UNFAVORABLE TO SYRIA. PRESENT MININFO 

OPPOSES SUCH BLACKLIST. HOWEVER, HE HAS APPARENTLY AUTHORIZED 
DISTINCTION TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE "GOOD AND BAD" JOURNALISTS 
IN TERMS OF THE LEVEL WITHIN THE SARG OF OFFICIALS WHOM HIS 
MINISTRY WILL ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS. JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE SUBMITTED 
UNFAVORABLE STORIES DO NOT GET THE MINISTRY TO SUPPORT 
THEIR APPOINTMENT REQUESTS FOR MEETINGS WITH MINISTERS AND ABOVE. 

3. WE SECURED NO CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF ANY PROCEDURES 
RE PRIOR CLEARANCES FOR STORIES FILED FROM 
DAMASCUS. WILL PURSUE THIS SUBJECT FURTHER. 

4. RE LUDINGTON CASE: MININFO STATED FLATLY HE HELD 

FARES AND NOT LUDINGTON RESPONSIBLE FOR DECISION TO FILE STORIES 
WHICH LED TO LUDINGTON'S ARREST. MINISTER TOLD 
AMBASSADOR LUDINGTON COULD BE ASSURED HE NOT ON BLACKLIST 
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AND WAS WELCOME BACK IN SYRIA. AT SAME TIME MINISTER 
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SAID HE WISHED BE PERSONALLY INFORMED PRIOR LUDINGTON'S 
NEXT VISIT HERE, IN ORDER HELP AVOID ANY 
COMPLICATIONS. 

MURPHY 
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